February 16, 2021
ANNUAL MEETING

Cal ho un Co ns e r va ti o n D i s tri c t

Annu a l R e p or t 2 0 2 0

Fiscal Year October 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021

Calhoun Conservation District Moves Ahead in 2020
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Calhoun

Conservation

District continued to serve the
public during Michigan’s Stay-atHome recommendation beginning
in the spring of 2020. Business has
been

conducted

combined

e-mail,

through

phone

calls,

video conferencing and conference calls, enabling the board and
staff to promote conservation
practices within the cities and
rural communities of Calhoun
County.
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Morning Nature Camp
sponsored by Calhoun Conservation District typically held in July
at Wilder Creek Conservation
Club, south of Marshall was cancelled for the safety of the youth
a n d v o lu n te er s in vo l ve d . .
Maureen Reed, Calhoun CD Manager notes that “we will find new
ways to connect with the children
and parents over the summer.”

Garfield Lake Outlet Drain
Stream Restoration Project
Grants provided several years ago
by the United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USF&WS), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
and the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (MiDNR)
marked the beginning of a concept
to restore a Calhoun County
Drain in Convis Township.

The Garfield Lake Outlet Drain,
located in the upper portion of
the Battle Creek watershed, has
historically been channelized and
dredged using drain maintenance
methods. Upon completion, restoration of the Garfield Lake Outlet
Drain provides a cost-effective
alternative to agricultural drainage
and eliminates dredging and bank
stabilization.

The main objective of the project
includes completion of a Natural
Channel Design to restore a 1.5mile stretch (3,500’) of a designated Calhoun County drain in Convis Township, Michigan. By connecting Garfield Lake to Indian
Creek, using the natural channel
design, improved water quality,
stream stability, and sediment
transport can be achieved. In the
process, fish spawning areas and
aquatic species habitat are restored to a natural state.

Engineering design work provided
by Civil Engineers Incorporated
(CEI) of Battle Creek Michigan
with Randy Ramsey as chief engineer, has been working closely
with the Calhoun CD board and
staff towards the actual design
work to be completed in 2021.
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For more information on the programs offered by Calhoun Conservation visit www;calhouncd.org or
e-mail calhouncd@gmail.com for
all inquiries.
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Celebrating Michigan Tree Conservation
While everyday lifestyles
changed during 2020, appreciation for nature outdoor activities provided comfort to children and adults, alike.
Earth Day and Arbor Day celebrations held in April, inperson gatherings and other
stewardship events were canceled to slow the spread of
COVID-19.
Celebrations to appreciate and
protect the environment can
occur year-round by supporting conservation of Michigan’s
natural resources in your own
back yard.

A Michigan DNR press release
noted that “Michigan’s 20 million acres of forests and abundant urban trees do a lot: trees
clean our air and water, make
homes for wildlife, create forests to hike and bike through,
absorb carbon, keep us cool,
supply renewable materials for
the things we need and provide natural beauty.”

Challenge your family to a tree
ID contest using the guide

Keep that vision thriving by
finding ways to celebrate locally as we observe social distancing guidelines. Here are some
fun ideas excerpted from the
MI DNR website:

For more information on local
conservation practices, contact
Calhoun Conservation District
email: calhouncd@gmail.com
or leave a phone message at
(269) 781-4867, ext. 5.

“What Tree Is That?”

Create works of art with a
Tree-themed Coloring Pages

or make nature crafts from
pine cones, leaves and twigs.
Learn the importance of
Trees and Sustainable Forest
Management.
and How to Plant a Tree.

Did you know that the Marshall USDA Service Center in Marshall provides a
wide range of services for agriculture, conservation and gardening resources!
Offices include the USDA Farm Services Agency, USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service and the Calhoun Conservation District.

For more information, call (269) 781-4867

Publication Spotlights Michigan Agriculture & Rural Communities
Since established 75 years ago,
the Calhoun Conservation District

has provided a wide range of services including educational resources publications.

Programs

are often highlighted in the yearly
Michigan Department of Agriculture

and

Rural

Development

(MDARD) publication, a complimentary magazine titled “Michigan
Agriculture.”
Articles range from describing
the Michigan Agriculture Environ-

mental

Assurance

Program

(MAEAP) that works with farm
families to protect their land and
environment to an article on the
history of the early innovators
with the Farm to Table movement, now celebrating a decade of
serving locally grown produce to
restaurants, grocery stores, and at
farmer’s markets to consumers.
To request a complimentary copy of Michigan Agriculture,
Contact Calhoun Conservation District e-mail: calhouncd@gmail.com or call (269) 781-4867, ext. 5.
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Calhoun Conservation District Receives

Michigan Association of Conservation

SAW Grant Award in 2020

Districts Announces Dan Moilanen
as Executive Director

Calhoun Conservation District was awarded a grant
to develop the Nottawa
Creek Watershed Management Plan for Calhoun ,
Kalamazoo, Branch and St.
Joseph Counties by the
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
(MDEQ). The Stormwater,
Asset Management and
Wastewater Grant (SAW
Grant) is designed to help
communities develop an
asset management for
stormwater and wastewater
collection systems.

Brian Huggett, District
Chair views this grant as “a
great opportunity to move
forward with watershed
management studies that
the District has been known
for in the past. “
Currently, applications for a
project manager to oversee
the grant requirements are
being reviewed. As with
many organizations during
the pandemic, the project
will require remote communications, in addition to field
work and research.

The Michigan Association of Conservation Districts
(MACD) announced In January that Dan Moilanen will
lead as the organization’s new Executive Director. After
14 years as the dedicated MACD Executive Director,
Lori Phalen retired from her respected position.

MACD is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization established
in 1937 through the monumental Soil Conservation
District Law in response to the Dust Bowl and extreme
drought across the country. The Association consists of
75 locally-led Conservation Districts that assist farmers,

producers, and foresters with implementing conservation

practices

across

Michigan’s

83

counties.

.To learn more about the Michigan Association of
Conservation Districts, visit macd.org.

Calhoun Conservation District Donates
Canoe & Kayak Livery to Marshall REC Department
Calhoun Conservation District donated their Canoe & Kayak Livery
to the City of Marshall REC in September 2020. The equipment was
originally purchased through a Kalamazoo River Community Recreational
Foundation Grant. The additional canoes and kayaks will enhance the
City’s Livery and aquatic outreach opportunities on the Kalamazoo River
in the upcoming recreational season. For more information or to
reserve equipment, call Marshall City REC at 269-781-5166.

Special Thanks to Calhoun Conservation District

Board Directors
For their dedication and resolve in 2020 to continue working on behalf of Calhoun County citizens,
for the protection of natural resources. Brian Huggett, Chair Greg Fountain, Vice-Chair/Secretary
Kent VanSickle, Treasurer Linda Kubiak, Director Paul Egnatuk, Director

What Conservations Do...
Locally led conservation is local people, with leadership from conservation districts,
assessing natural resource conditions and needs; setting goals; identifying programs
and other resources needed to meet these goals; developing proposals and recommendations; implementing solutions; and measuring their success.

Calhoun Conservation District
13464 Preston Drive, Suite 120
Marshall, Michigan 49068
Phone (269) 781-4867, ext. 5
e-mail:calhouncd@gmail.com
www.calhouncd.org

Thank You

Calhoun County
for FY 2021
Budget
Appropriations
funding to support
conservation efforts.

Michigan Association of Conservation Districts offers state-wide programs,
and trainings during the year for their 75 Conservation Districts.
The Summer and Fall Conference and Annual Meetings were conducted remotely.
Calhoun Conservation District directors and staff attended the conferences and
trainings; with relevant information offered throughout the meetings to promote

Tree Seedling Sales Supports Conservation Districts
The sale of tree seedlings and
native wildflowers has been a
long-standing tradition for
Mic higan Co nser v at io n
Districts to raise operating
funds and awareness for conservation

“True patriotism springs
from a belief in the dignity
of the individual, freedom
and equality not only for
Americans but for all
people on earth.”
-Eleanor Roosevelt

During the early spring in 2020,
the Calhoun Conservation District (CCD) offered tree seedling
pre-orders to gardeners and
landowners throughout Calhoun
County. Because of the change
in events with the COVID 19
virus and restrictions, the annual
tree sale was postponed.
The Board of Directors agreed
that a fall tree sale would allow
for additional planning time. The
new approach for planting tree
seedlings in the fall provides an

even larger planting window. The
CCD Board & Staff appreciated
the customers who chose to
hold their orders, past volunteers, Calhoun County Fairgrounds, and the many local
newspapers that help promote
the sale, for accepting the change
of plans.
Two Tree Seedling Sales were
held in the Fall of 2020. The
October Sale offered the Evergreen Conifers and the November Tree Sale provided a wide
selection of Deciduous seedlings
for local residents. With the
warmer fall weather and Indian
Summer days, the distribution
successfully provided gardeners
an opportunity to plant before
the year’s end.

A Spring Tree Seedling Sale in
2021 will be held, with the same
precautions taken during distribution. Pre-ordered seedlings
are packed in advance and ready
for pick-up on April 22nd at the
Calhoun Conservation District
office located in the Marshall
USDA Service Center, 13464
Preston Drive, Marshall.
To request a Tree Seedling Order Form, contact the Calhoun
Conservation District office at
(269) 781-4867, ext. 5 or email:
calhouncd@gmail.com.

